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As journalists go to jail, free press goes out the window 


‘oe woek ago today, the jails of 
Northern California were busy 
tle places ; 

In Sacramento, the county jail hosted, 
among others, a 28-year-old businessman 
for domestic violence. A 31-year-old wom- 


aan was locked up for possession of meth, 
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rated out, 


charges in the Causeway Classic skir- do you honestly think they would sit on 
We all remember Deep Throat and the 


mish wants to see unpublished witness in? 
unraveling of Watergate ‘names and photos from the State Hornet ‘This is what we eall a scoop. 

Everyday, Americans who are fed up ‘because she could not find her own wit- Protecting press freedoms is a tough 
with bureaucratic ineptitude or perceived esses sell nowadays There is a terrible discon- 
injustices or high-level corruption know Keep in mind that the fightoccurred net between the media and the people, 
they have recourse: the press. And with in a stadium filled with 15,000 people. who view journalists as arrogant, highfa- 
tmphetamine. AAG yearokd man check, |__ that, they understand, comes protection, The bottom ine is, journalists have to ltin whiners who demand special treat- 

in for driving under the influence. MARIE Crews" case, remain ndent. They cannot be seen MEN 

‘And up north in the town of Red Bluff, LUNDSTROM tounge ple sinker rl sn ees lpia be snot ‘We've earned the disdain, but too many 

57-year-old newsman was jailed for about a former California Highway Patrol ment. ‘Americans seem quick to punish obnax- 
standing on principle oA ee pro deca ep nets ya ‘Could youever trust the City Hall e- 1048 ehavior by upending the Constitu- 

It'sbeen a tough time or California "4 exposing lives, but theyre generally county drug unit. The attorney for the porter who testifieson behalf of the may“ \ ha Fleet Aswad 
journalists, as Sacramento Valley Mirror !0us¥ at explaining their own. officer, who faces felony and misdemean- or? Or a courts reporter who pops up reg Cath apes treble tebe 
Publisher Tim Crews - also the editor, So what does allthis mean for you? The or charges, subpoenaed Crews o try to. larly ase star defence witnece” ment Center at Vanderbilt Univerty 
reporter and delivery guy for the twico- reality is, plenty, prove the statute of limitations had ex- Mhierefe.aprertical matter, to, Gub- Sure mers than helfof alt marine 
weekly newspaper - spent five days in In both cases, the journalists invoked —_pired and his client should walk. poenas are like coat hangers, multiplying iany ectually eald newepapers should 
jail for refusing to reveal his confidential what is known as a shield law," astatute ‘This is exactly the place where the pub- mysteriously and exponentially. One sue- hur teailowed ts publiah freely without 
sources that generally keeps reporters from being lic seems to have problems with shield cessful subpoena served on a news organ- 'vernmental approval 
Meanwhile, « 20-year-old student jour- forced to disclose confidential or unpub- laws: the collision between the Sixth ization begets another. And another. Be- "set weekend, the Sucramenta busi- 
nalist at Sacramento State isfacinga —_lished sources, notes and other informa» Amendment right toa fair trial and the fore you know it, journalists aren't re nosatgn arrested for damestic violence 
possible jal term for refusing to turn over tion. California and 30 other states, plus First Amendment rights ofjournalists. porting anymore. They're too busy testify- "Ss well as the meth and DUI suspects 
‘unpublished notes and photographs con- the District of Columbia, have some form Yet what seems to get lost in the hand- ing. J hese all aa of eee tall bw aedoy 
cerning a fight last fall at a football game. of shield law, though in California itis wringing over whose rights are more im- But here's theclincher. Serving sub- morning. re 

No one seems to have a hard time un- —_#l80 part of the state's constitution portant is that lawyers who pursue jour- —_poenas on journalists is rarely a matter ‘Crews was not released until the fol- 
derstanding the county jail bookings. But This did not persuade the judge in Te- _nalists probably don’t need their “help” of proving a defendant's guilt or inno- 
ask anyone outside the journalists world ama County, who called Crews “obsti- at all cence, as thelr lawyers would have 
about reporters going tojail, andodds nate and wrong-headed.” ‘Sure, it'd be a handy shortcut, But if N 


5 believe, say First Amendment experts. In a democracy, he shouldn't have to 
aare you'll get a yawn, perhaps a rolling ‘That judge aside, my guess is most a reporter can dig up interesting informa- In the Crews case, the defense lawyer be. 
of the eyes folks understand and embrace the con- 


tion on a case, why can't a lawyer do the is hoping the newaman’s information will 
Shorts and chucklos are common, too. cop of protecting confidential sources, same? help unhook his client on a technicality 
The fact is, journalists do a great job Everyone loves a whistle-blower, except In the Sacramento State ease, the de- If reporters truly had evidence that an 
of rooting around everyone else's worlds maybe the institution or offender being _fense attorney for a man faeing criminal innocent person wns being railroaded. 


Ballot propositions draw big donations 


MARJIE LUNOSTROM'S column appears Thursdays 
and Sakuaays. Witte Ner at P.O. Box 18779, Sacra 
‘mento, 95852, oF call (916) 121-1055, erat run 
‘vom eacbee com 


California's airwaves 


By Jon Matthews 
‘Bee Capitol Bureau 


More than $150 million has 
been contributed to the campaigns 
for und against the 20 proposi- 
tions on Tuesday's statewide pri- 
mary ballot, with millions of dol- 
lars more in checks being written 
‘every day for the initiatives and 
dozens of state candidates. 

Sometimes single checks are be- 
ing written for a stunning 
$500,000 or more, helping to bol- 
ster California's long-time reputa- 
tion as the mother lode of cam- 
paign filling stations 

“It's an awesome amount of 
money,” said Tony Miller, a for- 
mer acting secretary of state who 
is backing a campaign finance re- 
form initiative on the ballot, 

‘So who wants to be a million- 
aire? Apparently, it's not that 
hard if you're @ California ballot 
measure. 

According to the nonpartisan 
California Voter Foundation, con- 
tributions dealing with the 20 bal- 
lot propositions totaled 
$140,699,886 eee Feb. 19, 
with an estimated $10 million 
more in late contributions pouring 
in through Friday 

Leading the pack as of Feb. 19 
were Propositions 30 and 31, with 
more than $55 million going most- 
ly to the “no” side. The measures 
are referendums on state laws 
that would give businesses or in- 
dividuals the right to file third- 
party lawsuits against insurance 
companies for unfair or “bad faith” 
handling of claims. 

Insurance interests are among 


Priest faces 
Internet child 
sex charges 


Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO ~ A Menlo 
Park priest faces charges of send- 
ing sexually explicit information 
to minors over the Internet, San 
Jose police said. 

Police arrested the Rev. Carl 
Anthony Schipper, 57, on ‘Thurs- 
day, the same day he was placed 
‘on administrative leave from his 
job as academic dean at St. Pat- 
rick Seminary 

He was free on $50,000 bail and 
could not be reached late Friday. 

Lt. Eric Sills said police began 
investigating Schipper in Septem: 
ber after the parents of » San Jase 
boy contacted them. He is charged 
with five counts of sending “harm- 
ful matter” to minors over the In- 


The Archdiocese of San Francis- 
co, where Schipper has spent his 
entire career, said it became 
aware of the investigation Thurs- 
day afternoon when officals ar- 
tived at the seminary with a 
search warrant asking to see 
Schipper's quarters. 

Based on information in the 
warrant, “it appears that San Jose 
police are investigating possible 
charges relating to sexual 
abuse and solicitation of sex with 
minors using the Internet,” the 
archdiocese said. 


those making “no” donations. 


Another $22 million-plus has 
gone into Proposition 1A, a mea- 
sure to exempt American Indian 
tribal casinos from the state con- 
stitution’s ban on casino gam- 
bling. Virtually all of those dona- 
tions are from tribes seeking to 
pass the initiative. 

“California's airwaves are 
flooded right now with television 
advertisements urging a ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ vote on propositions,” said 
Kim Alexander, president of the 
California Voter Foundation 

Late-arriving checks to help pay 
for all of those ads have included a 
$1 million contribution from in- 
dustrialist Max Palevsky to the 
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finance reform measure 
backed by Miller. 

Other huge checks included two 
$500,000 loans to the campaign to 
pass Proposition 26, s measure to 
reduce the two-thirds majority re- 
quired to enact local school bonds 
to a simple majority. The checks 
were written by members of the 
wealthy venture capitalist Doerr 
family 

Another big check reported Fri- 
day was $250,000 from the Demo- 
cratic Central Committee of Cali- 
fornia to oppose Proposition 25. 

Many big, late contributions 
were being made to candidates as 
well. 

Interested voters may see all 
the details of the last-minute flood 
of money via the Internet, includ- 


ing the official site of Secretary of 
State Bill Jones, www.ss.ca.gov, 
and the California Voter Founda- 
tion site, www calvoter. org, 

Even with the flood of last-min- 
ute contributions, the state may 
not be headed for a record. The 
fights over the 12 state ballot 
measure in the Ni 
general election generated $192.9 
million in campaign spending, 
Jones said. 

But this year’s rush of dona- 
tions comes amid continuing de- 
bate over Proposition 25. 

If Proposition 25 were in effect, 
it would prevent statewide candi- 
dates from accepting more than 
$5,000 from an individual or polit- 
ical action committee and put the 
limit at $3,000 for legislative and 


local races. The measure would 
‘hot limit contributions to initia 
tives unless a campaign agreed to 
accept voluntary spending limits 
and become eligible for public 
money. 

“We're seeing continued escala- 
tion in the size of political contri- 
butions, which makes reform that 
much more necessary,” said Jim 
Knox of California Common 
Cause, which supports Proposi- 
tion 25. 

Miller said Proposition 25 didn't 
attempt to force contribution lim: 
its on initiative campaigns be 
cause the courts have already 
rruled against such limits. 

However, opponents to Proposi: 
tion 25 argue that the measure 
would simply channel contribu- 


are flooded right now 
with television 
advertisements urging 
a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ vote on 
propositions. 


Kim Alexander 
California Voter Foundation 


tions into political parties. 

Vhat you see disclosed on the 
computer now would instead be- 
ing going into the political 
parties,” said No on Prop. 25 
spokesman Seott Macdonald 
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